
Pain  Management Algorithm  for  Verbal  Patients 

Assess for pain 
using 0-10 scale 

Pain score = 0 Reassess 

Mild Pain 
(Score = 1-3) 

Moderate Pain 
(Score = 4-6) 

Severe Pain 
(Score ≥7) 

Comfort 
measures 

Non-narcotic 
pain 

medications 

Acetaminophen 1g 
po q8h + oxycodone 
IR 10mg po q4h PRN 

+ initiate adjuncts

Pain 
controlled? 

Maximize 
adjuncts 

Pain 
controlled? 

Fentanyl 50 mcg IV q 15 minutes 
PRN in ICU 

*Morphine 4 mg IV q4 h PRN on
floor 

Add adjuncts 

Pain 
controlled 

after 3 
doses? 

*PCA
& maximize 

adjuncts 

Convert to po 
equivalent of 

oxycodone ER & 
PRN oxycodone. 

Maximize 
adjuncts 

Reassess 

Pain controlled 
after 24 h & 
tolerating 

enteral meds 

June 2019 

Adjunctive Pain Medications: 
1. Acetaminophen 1000 mg PO
q8h (may consider IV if patient
not tolerating enteral feeds)
2. Ketorolac 30 mg IV q6h (max 5
days) or ibuprofen 600 mg PO
q6h
4. Gabapentin 300 mg PO q8h
5. Methocarbamol 1000 mg PO
q8h for muscle spasm

*Avoid morphine in
patients >75 yo and w/ 

renal insufficiency 
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